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Dr. Slesinger’s argument is clear 
and simple, consisting of four propo- 
sitions: (1) American society is eco- 
nomically class-structured, with a 
class struggle already going on be- 


tween the proletariat and the upper © 


bourgeoisie (“capitalist”) class; (2) 
the American state is similarly class- 
structured, experience showing that 
no fundamental change is possible 
by democratic means; (3) the rest 
of American culture reveals the 
same fundamental class dichotomy; 
(4) hence, an effective reorganiza- 
tion of society can be brought about 
only by a thoroughgoing class revo- 
lution. The argument, of course, is a 
familiar one; what is new in Dr. 
Slesinger’s work is his effective mar- 
shalling of the evidence in its sup- 
port. In proof of Point One he cites 
a mass of statistical material show- 
ing in a score of ways the increasing 
concentration of wealth which has 
gone on until today only 12 per cent 
of the population derives its living 
from that ownership of private prop- 
erty which is generally regarded in 
America as such a sacred right. As 
to class struggle, organized industry 
spends about eighty million dollars 
a@ year in breaking up unionization; 
in 1934 more than forty workers 
were killed on picket lines, and in 
1935 more than seventy; over two 
hundred private detective agencies 
make their living out of furnishing 
strike breakers and agent provoca- 
teurs. Dominance of the government 
by the propertied class has appeared 
throughout the history of the judi- 
ciary, in Congressional lobbying, in 


_ tariff enactments, in the ship sub- 
_sidy, in inequitable taxation—such 


‘as the prevalent sales tax, and in 
the ever-growing use of police and 
state militia in’ strike-breaking. In 


general culture, the current values— 
national, racial, religious, scientific, 
esthetic and educational—all turn 
out on close examination to serve 
the interests of the ruling economic 
class. Q. E. D., according to Dr. Sles- 
Inger. American society and culture 
are class-structured throughout, and 
cannot be changed except through 
revolution. . , » 
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or beneficial. His four points-are by 
means inseparable; the reader 
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na 
; them and still balk at the fourth. 
Marxist, diagnosis is one thing, Marx- 


| ist therapeutics another. Dr. Slesin- 


_ ger tries to prove the first; he takes 
| the second almost for granted. 


accept one, two or three cf 


re ney a ee 
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a | 6 - ; T ir *\.-<e + Re MR es Pay | : 
"The office of religion is to aim towards the creation on 
earth of the Beloved Community. The future task of religion is the 
task of inventing and applying the arts which shall win men over 

to unity, and which shall overcome their original hatefulness by 
the gracious love not of mere individuals but of communities. 7 


... All else about your religion is the accident of your special 


race or nation or form of 
of faith 


heaven 


worship or personal opinion. The core 


is the Beloved Community. There is nothing else under 
whereby men-—have been saved or can 


be 


saved.’ 


—Josiah Royce, in The Problem of Christianity. 
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